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REFS: A: OUSD MEMORANDUM FOR DOD SECURITY DIRECTORS OF 20 SEPT 2012 
QUOTE ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2012, THE ASSISTANT SECURITY DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS NOTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
BOOK, (QUOTE) NO EASY DAY (QUOTE) (NED) CONTAINS CLASSIFIED AND 
SENSITIVE UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION. AS HAS BEEN REPORTED IN THE 
PRESS, THE AUTHOR DID NOT SUBMIT THIS BOOK FOR THE PRE-PUBLICATION 
REVIEW THAT IS REQUIRED BY THE NON-DISCLOSURE AGREEMENTS HE SIGNED. 

IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS FOR GUIDANCE AND TO REINFORCE INDIVIDUAL 
OBLIGATIONS TO PROTECT CLASSIFIED NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION AND 
SENSITIVE UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION, THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE CONCERNING 
NED IS PROVIDED. DOD PERSONNEL: 

-ARE FREE TO PURCHASE NED; 
-ARE NOT REQUIRED TO STORE NED IN CONTAINERS OR AREAS APPROVED FOR 
STORAGE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION, UNLESS CLASSIFIED STATEMENTS IN 
THE BOOK HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED; 
-SHALL NOT DISCUSS POTENTIALLY CLASSIFIED AND SENSITIVE UNCLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION WITH PERSONS WHO DO NOT HAVE AN OFFICIAL NEED TO KNOW AND 
AN APPROPRIATE SECURITY CLEARANCE; 
-WHO POSSESS EITHER FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF, SUSPECT INFORMATION 
WITHIN NED TO BE CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE, SHALL NOT PUBLICALLY 
SPECULATE OR DISCUSS POTENTIALLY CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE UNCLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT CHANNELS (E.G., 
CHAIN-OF-COMMAND, PUBLIC AFFAIRS, SECURITY, ETC.); 
-ARE PROHIBITED FROM USING UNCLASSIFIED GOVERNMENT COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
TO DISCUSS POTENTIALLY CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE CONTENTS OF NED, AND 
MUST NOT ENGAGE IN ONLINE DISCUSSIONS VIA SOCIAL NETWORKING OR MEDIA 
SITES REGARDING POTENTIALLY CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE UNCLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION THAT MAY BE CONTAINED IN NED. 
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DOD PERSONNEL SHOULD REFER ANY MEDIA INQUIRIES TO THEIR LOCAL PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS OFFICE. THE POINTS OF CONTACT ARE MR. BILL STICKLEN AT 
703-604-1152 OR WILLIAM.STICKLEN@OSD.MIL AND MR. JEREMY BOUCHARD AT 
703-604-0217 OR JEREMY.BOUCHARD@OSD.MIL. 
END QUOTE 
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